Talent Competition
Talent can be any type of presentation, as long as it does not create danger to the contestant or any other person. Talents are limited to FIVE minutes in length (**any talent that exceeds 5 minutes will be stopped at the 5 minute mark in their talent and administrative points deducted).  There are no restrictions to the number of people involved in the talent. Music must be recorded as Track 1 of a CD, do not use commercial CD’s or have any other music on the CD for talent.  Music must be turned in at the scheduled talent rehearsal, where even if not rehearsing the music will be played to check length. Please always bring a back-up copy! Only small props are allowed and must be brought up and removed when contestants enter and leave the stage.
*Judging of talent will be broken down into the following four (4) sub-categories:

· Entertainment Value

· Overall Quality of Production

· Lip Sync / Live Presentation

· Stage Presence  and use of any props

* Talent can be solo or production number and the same sub-categories will be considered.

Talent Music

The CD should have your talent number recorded as Track 1 and your crowning number as Track 2 of the CD. Contestants will be given the opportunity to submit the talent music at the rehearsal. 
Tips for Talent Competition:

· Remember that any national competition will be comparative, meaning all talents are ranked.  Your talent can be ‘very good’ or ‘great’ but how will it compare to the others? Anticipate heavy competition!

· Always remain THE STAR of any production number talent. Do not be upstaged by the back-up or out-danced if you are doing the same routine as your back-up dancers.  
· If you leave the stage for a costume change please keep this time as short as possible. Leaving for 2 minutes out of the 5 minute talent is not smart. 

· Know your words!  Practice the number multiple times and learn every word to your part.  Do not sing the back-up parts unless you are the back-up! If others in your talent are lip-syncing in any way you are responsible for their knowing those words as well. 
· If you have dancers it is important that they are fairly evenly matched in their skills and abilities. One amazing dancer out of four can ruin a talent just as easily as one terrible dancer. 

· If you are going to have lights, smoke, video, etc. practice getting this set-up and have a back-up plan in case something goes wrong during set-up.  
