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Dear Contestant,

Welcome to the exciting world of USA Unlimited and the combination Mr. & Miss Unlimited @ Large and Mr. & Miss Unlimited Classique competition!  For those who have competed in a USA Unlimited contest in the past, we welcome you back. If this is your first year at a USA Unlimited event, we welcome you to the Unlimited family.  Everyone have a good time, enjoy the weekend and most of all have fun during the contest. 

This is the 27th year of USA Unlimited, the 9th year of Mr. & Miss Unlimited Classique, the 14th year of Mr. Unlimited @ Large, and the 3rd year of Miss Unlimited @ Large.  We are extremely proud of the hard work and dedication that has been given to this system by our current Kings and Queens: 
Jerry Trollinger & Ivy White – Mr. & Miss Unlimited @ Large 2011

Jemar & Erica Martinez – Mr. & Miss Unlimited Classique 2011

PLEASE read this entire handbook, especially the category descriptions and helpful tips! If you have any questions which you don’t find answered here, check out the USA Unlimited website at www.usaunlimited.org.  You will find the answers for most of your questions on the website.  If you still can’t find an answer, the Contact us link on the website has ways to get you in touch with our current reigning(s) or the Promoters of each division.  
Good luck and remember to have fun during the weekend as everyone has worked hard at achieving the goal of competing for the opportunity to represent one of these four titles!
Best of Luck,

Glen Moore & Sam Hare (Promoters)
Jeff Reeves (USA Unlimited Owner)
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Unlimited System Rules & Regulations

1. Contestants must be male and at least 18 years of age.  You must be able to show proof of age. 

2. Judging will be scored using the standard USA Unlimited scoring system.

· Comparative scoring entire competition – ranking system

· Tie break will be determined by the highest talent score

3. Contestants will be judged in the following categories:

· Interview – 30 points possible per judge

· Talent – 30 points possible per judge

· Creative Presentation – 20 points possible per judge

· Creative Formal Wear – 20 points possible per judge (Mr. Unlimited @ Large & Classique only)

· Evening Gown – 20 points possible per judge (Miss Unlimited @ Large & Classique only)

4. Talent presentation will be limited to five (5) minutes.  There will be no use of large props during this competition, only small & hand held props are allowed. Talents over five (5) minutes will have administrative points deducted. There is no prop set-up time. 
5. Any type of talent presentation is acceptable, except those that may cause injury to the audience or any other person. Music MUST be turned in on CD. You should have your talent number recorded as Track 1 of your CD and your crowning number on Track 2 of the same CD.  Do not use commercial CD’s or have other music on the submitted CD. 

6. The use or dispensing of illegal drugs, including marijuana, will not be tolerated by a contestant, dancer, or dresser is participating in an Unlimited contest. Immediate disqualification will result for those that break this rule. 

7. Any contest participant (contestant, dancer, dresser, helper, etc.) who is caught in the act of stealing or tampering with another person’s possessions or is an altercation with other contest participant(s) will be immediately disqualified and removed from the location. 

8. No excessive glitter.  NO fire, water, unwrapped straw (hay), or live animals may be used in any category in this competition. 

9. Any contestant who has qualified to attend a USA Unlimited National Contest and fails to attend may not compete in any USA Unlimited contest preliminary for one full year without the permission of the USA Unlimited Board of Directors. 

10. All contestants are required to stay at the host hotel unless pre-approved by the Board of Directors.   

11. Any contestant that is not at an appointed place at the appointed time will have administrative points deducted.  

12. The winner(s) of the Official Mr. & Miss Unlimited @ Large Contest and Mr. & Miss Unlimited Classique contest will be required to sign an exclusive contract for the year of his reign. A copy will be available for review during the contest. Your application states that you have read the contract and you must sign the original before any awards will be paid to each winner. 

13. Violations of any rule or regulations will result in five (5) administrative points per infraction. 

14. USA Unlimited reserves the right to make any decision concerning any matter not covered by these rules and regulations.

Mr. & Miss Unlimited @ Large Additional Rule

15. Contestants must be 200 lbs. on the day of the national competition – scales will be provided to weigh in at registration. 

Mr. & Miss Unlimited Classique Additional Rule

16. Contestants must be at least 35 years old on the first day of the national competition.

Category Descriptions
Talent

Talent can be any type of presentation, as long as it does not create danger to the contestant or any other person. Talents are limited to FIVE minutes in length with no exceptions.  There are no restrictions to the number of people involved in the talent. Music must be recorded as Track 1 of a CD, do not use commercial CD’s or have any other music on the CD for talent.  Music must be turned in at the scheduled talent rehearsal. Please always bring a back-up copy! Only small props are allowed and must be brought up and removed when contestants enter and leave the stage. Judging of talent will allow up to 30 points awarded per judge with sub-categories of:

**Entertainment Value **Production Quality **Lip Sync/Live Presentation **Stage Presence/Props

TALENT MUSIC – The CD should have your talent # as Track 1 and a crowning # as Track 2.

Tips:

· Judging is comparative so all talents are ranked.  A ‘very good’ or ‘clean’ talent is nice but how will it compare to others? Anticipate heavy competition!

· Always remain THE STAR of any production number talent. Back-up needs to know this as well!  Dancers should be fairly even in skills & they are not competing against each other.

· Know your words! Practice the number and your timing so you are on beat and the flow is right.  You are responsible that back-up know their parts as well.  

· Stay OFF of the judges’ table!  Judges might smile at this but they do not like it at all.
Interview

The judges will interview each contestant individually for five (5) minutes. The purpose of interview is to allow the judges some insight into the character of each contestant. During the interview the judges are afforded the opportunity to evaluate each contestant in qualities such as intelligence, communication, attitude, plan of action during their reign. Interview is intended to be professional and suggested attire is professional business attire.  Miss divisions contestants can interview in male or female attire. Judging of interview will be collective and will allow up to 30 points awarded per judge with the sub-categories of:

*Content of Answer
*Eye Contact / Posture
*Overall Appearance

Tips:

· Remember to shake each judge’s hand upon entering the Interview and stand until you are asked to be seated by the head judge. 

· Interview is only 5 minutes so do not give a 4 ½ minute introduction. Practice a 30 second ‘bio’ giving your name, stage name (if different), where you live, title representing, how long you have been performing, and employment outside of entertaining. The rest of the information will come out during interview.  

· Answer the question! If asked to give negative aspects or qualities about yourself then give the judges an honest answer, BUT follow-up on how you are working towards improving the negatives. This is a way to answer the question and end up with a positive about your learning experiences.   Not knowing your negative qualities indicate lack of growth; you cannot fix what you do not know is broken.

· Do not pull your chair up to sit right on top of the judges’ table unless there is a good reason to do so (i.e. hearing problems). Most judges do not like when a contestant moves the seat, although you might get away without point deductions.

· Have a clear understanding of what you plan to do with the title! How do you plan to promote the system in a positive way; what tools do you need; how will you garner interest in selling preliminaries and increasing contestant numbers. 

· PRACTICE!  Hold mock interviews with friends in the industry and ask them for brutally honest feedback.  
Creative Presentation

Creative Presentation is focused on creativity, content, delivery, general appearance, and stage presence. The time limit in this category is three (3) minutes and contestants are required to bring his/her own music and turn it in at registration.  Props may be used in the presentation category but you do not have prop set-up or break-down time.  The prop must simply be incorporated in your presentation and must also be removed immediately after your presentation is over.  There are no restrictions on the number of people involved in the presentation. Contestant must introduce themselves: Name, Title representing, & where they are from.  Judging of this category will be a total of 20 points per judge.  This category will be comparative judging so remember that your creative presentation will be ranked against the other contestants in the sub-categories of:

*Creativity   * Content / Clarity   * Delivery   *General Appearance   *Stage Presence

Tips: 

· You can lip-sync a song, act out a monologue, or showcase a dance routine as long as you meet the criteria of the Category Overview

· The introduction can be mixed in with the song, spoken during the presentation, or spoken before or after you begin the presentation
Evening Gown – (Miss Unlimited @ Large & Classique Only)

The Evening Gown competition is the most elegant category of the competition. The modeling should be slower and the judges are looking for a classy and sophisticated overall look.  The gowns can be of any style or season, but must be full-length.  Hair and accessories should complement the presentation of the evening gown. Please be sure that your gown is clean, wrinkle-free, and also free of strings and make-up stains. Judging of Evening Gown will be comparative and allow up to 20 points per judge with the following sub-categories considered:

* Fit/Length/Style* Modeling* Stage Presence* Hair & Make-up*Accessories* Overall Presentation

Tips:

· Buy a flashlight and give it to your dresser.  Before you go on-stage have them shine it on you to look for little (or big) strings, make-up, hem or lining coming apart.

· Wear hair that is appropriate for Evening Gown and that compliments your attire. Remember to keep the hair neat!  The Spotlight can be brutal!! 
Creative Formal Wear (Mr. Unlimited @ Large & Classique Only)

This category gives a creative twist to the usual Formal Wear competition. The main requirement is to wear contemporary formal wear that is clean and that fits. Color and comfort will be a great start, and after that the sky is the limit.  Stone, accessorize, and add whatever touches you like to show your own personal flair. The selection should be a contemporary fashion of your creation that would be functional and could be worn to a formal event.  Judging of Creative Formal Wear will be comparative and allow up to 20 points per judge with the following sub-categories considered:

* Fit / Suitability * Stage Presence * Modeling * Creativity * Hair Style * Outfit Accessories

Tips: 

· Make sure it fits! Sleeves, pants, waist, neck, etc.  Have the formal wear fitted to your body

· Stay away from costuming or period pieces! Remember it is at the core a formal wear.

· Find colors that work for you. Trust your instincts and remember that this is comparative judging. 

Registration
Friday June 15 @ 5 PM
Registration will be at the host club: 
Club Cabaret
101 N. Center Street
Hickory, NC 
828-322-8103

Entry Fee:

$125 for Walk-in Contestants and $100 for Preliminary Qualified Contestants
Needed for Registration: 

· Entry Fee if Not Prepaid
· Creative Presentation Music AND Talent Music to turn in

· You Will Also Complete Contestant Application 
Contest Schedule
Friday – June 15, 2012

5:00 PM
Club Cabaret
 
Registration (all contestants)

6:00 PM
Club Cabaret

MANDATORY Talent & Creative Presentation Rehearsal

9:00 PM
Club Cabaret

MANDATORY Check-in for all contestants & Entertainers

10:00 PM
Club Cabaret

Contest Starts – Night 1






  Creative Presentation Competition – all contestants






  Talent Competition – all contestants

Saturday – June 16, 2012
2:00 PM
TBA @ Registration 




     Interview Competition – Mr. & Miss Unlimited @ Large Contestants

3:00 PM
TBA @ Registration





     Interview Competition – Mr. & Miss Unlimited Classique Contestants

6:00 PM
Club Cabaret

Opening Production Rehearsal (All Current & Former 







Titleholders)

8:30 PM
Club Cabaret

MANDATORY Check-in for all contestants & Entertainers

9:30 PM
Club Cabaret

Contest Starts – Final Night







  Opening Production – Mr. & Miss Unlimited @ Large & 









Classique 







    Creative Formalwear Competition – all Mr. Unlimited 






@ Large & Mr. Unlimited Classique
contestants








    Evening Gown Competition – all Miss Unlimited @ 







Large & Miss Unlimited Classique contestants

* Tardiness for any of the MANDATORY marked check-in times above will be automatic point deduction to be determined by Promoters based on amount of time late


  

Scoring
All scoring will be on a comparative basis with final night point possibilities listed below.  Each of the five (5) judges will award comparative scores in the designated contest as follows:

Category





Scoring


Interview





30 points


Creative Formal Wear
 / Evening Gown

20 points


Talent






30 points


Creative Presentation




20 points










-----------


Maximum possible Per Judge



100 points






          


 x 5 Judges









-----------


TOTAL POSSIBLE POINTS



500 points

Administrative points will be deducted from any contestant’s total score if said infraction occurs.  Any deduction made as a result of an infraction of the Rules and Regulations of the Contest will be made by the Contest Administrators in five (5) point increments, not to exceed twenty-five (25) points per infraction and not to exceed fifty (50) points in total deductions.

Tie Breaking
In the event of a tie in the total scores, the tie will be broken as follows.  The contestant having the highest Talent score will be declared the winner of the tie.  In the event a tie still exists, then the Interview score will be used then Creative Formal Wear / Evening Gown and finally Creative Presentation.  In the event a tie still exists, the Board of Directors will choose who wins the tie.

Prizes and Awards
WINNERS:

$500   ($250 upon winning / $250 final night),
Plus Crown (both Mr. & Miss), Plaque, Medal, Sash 
*Winners Incentive - $25 for each paid contestant at your give-up! 
Example – 15 paid contestants @ 2013 Nationals in your division = extra $375

1st Runner-Up: 
$125, Plaque & Medal

General Information
Airports near Hickory, NC: 

Charlotte-Douglas International Airport – Charlotte, NC (CLT) Drive is ~ 42 miles to Hickory
Asheville Regional Airport – Asheville, NC (AVL) – Drive is ~ 70 miles to Hickory

Piedmont Triad International Airport – Greensboro, NC   (GSO) – Drive is ~ 83 miles to Hickory
Raleigh-Durham International Airport – Raleigh, NC (RDU) – Drive is ~ 144 miles to Hickory
Accommodations

Host Hotel: 

Sleep Inn Hickory, NC
1179 13th Avenue Drive Southeast

Hickory, NC 28602

(828) 323-1140
$52.99 + Tax – Single Room (USA Unlimited Rate)

$62.99 + Tax – Double Room (USA Unlimited Rate)
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